from a combination of the pointed arch
of Ibn Tulun and the high imposts of the
Qairwan arcades. Originally the liwan
had only five arcades, four of which were
made of columns and the fifth of piers
with screen walls in between them form-
ing the rnaqsurah. Similar screen walls
are also built in front of the northern and
southern colonnades called riwaks. Under
their cool shade, scholars can always be
seen absorbed in meditation. These riwaks
are made of double columns and were
added by Al-Aziz for the students. In
front of this screen wall and all around
the sahn runs the portico of keel arches
built on columns, which seperate the liwan
and the riwaks from the sahn. These
riwaks are provided with separate ent-
rances. The wall above the arches of the
portico is ornamented fey shell-shaped
niches and medallions and immediately
over it rests an open work parapet which
is crowned by " merlons/' Above these
keel arches there are circular decorations.
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